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German companies underrepresented 

 

On October 20, 2013 GITEX opened its doors to the ICT-world. 

3.500 exhibitors present the latest IT-products and solutions and discuss about Smart-Applications, 

CyberSecurity, E-Government and Digital Strategies during the accompanying conferences. ICT goes 

Smart, citizens will have access to government services 365 24/7 through mobile applications and 

Cloud Computing has moved beyond the hype, but established itself as part of every companies IT-

infrastructure. 

Disappointing the presence of only few German companies, some of them represented by their local 

distributors and partners. The “Made in Germany” pavilion is almost not visible. Except for SAP, 

which holds its ground against the impressive booth of its competitor Oracle. Between the foreign 

exhibitors once more the Chinese and Taiwanese dominate the fair, followed by UK and USA. 

A clear accent is set by the presentation of Smart-Government solutions. Dubai Smart Government 

Department (DSG) host 32 government entities at its massive 2.700 plus square metre stand at GITEX 

Technology Week at the Sheikh Saeed Hall showcasing innovative mobile applications and E-services. „The 

government of the future is open for services 24/7, all year around,” HH Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum. The future has already begun. Just initiated by his Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Vice President of the UAE and ruler of Dubai, in May this year, it is going to be 

implemented with tremendous speed. 

A brand new feature for young and innovative minds is the launch of the Student Lab during this 

technology week. Nominated are the ten best students from universities across the Middle East, 

Africa and South Asia regions competing for the best 3 ideas voted by visitors and a jury. The author 

has been impressed by a solution for home automation using Android application present by 

students from An-Najah National University, Palestine, and wireless charging of mobile devices based 

on alternating electromagnetic field created by students from Manipal University, Dubai, a branch 

campus of Manipal University, India 

GITEX 2013 again brings out innovative main points at supra-regional scale. German companies 

unfortunately are still hesitating to join the train of the future, while it accelerates already. 

http://www.gitex.com/

